
How to Delete a File in Linux?  
 

Linux is a powerful and versatile operating system used by developers, system administrators, 

and enthusiasts around the world. Like any other operating system, Linux provides users with the 

ability to create, modify, and delete files and directories. In this blog post, we'll walk you 

through the process of deleting files and directories in Linux. 

How To Delete A File In Linux: 

Deleting a file in Linux is a straightforward process. The command used to delete a file is "rm", 

which stands for "remove". Here's the syntax for the rm command: 

rm [options] file 

To delete a file, simply specify the filename after the rm command. For example, to delete a file 

named "myfile.txt", you would enter the following command: 

rm myfile.txt 

If the file is located in a directory other than your current working directory, you'll need to 

specify the full path to the file. For example: 

rm /home/user/documents/myfile.txt 

By default, the rm command will not prompt you to confirm the deletion of the file. If you want 

to be prompted before the file is deleted, you can use the "-i" option. For example: 

rm -i myfile.txt 

This will prompt you to confirm the deletion of the file before it is deleted. 

How To Remove A Directory 

Removing a directory (or folder) in Linux is similar to deleting a file. The command used to 

remove a directory is "rmdir", which stands for "remove directory". Here's the syntax for the 

rmdir command: 

rmdir [options] directory 

To remove a directory, simply specify the directory name after the rmdir command. For 

example, to remove a directory named "mydir", you would enter the following command: 

rmdir mydir 



If the directory is not empty, you'll receive an error message and the directory will not be 

deleted. To remove a non-empty directory, you'll need to use the "-rf" options with the rm 

command. For example: 

rm -rf mydir 

This will remove the directory "mydir" and all its contents, including any files and subdirectories 

it may contain. Be careful when using the "-rf" option, as it can potentially delete important files 

and data. 

here are some additional details on deleting files and directories in Linux: 

Deleting Files: 

1. Moving files to the Trash: Unlike Windows or MacOS, Linux doesn't have a Recycle 

Bin or Trash for deleted files. However, some desktop environments like GNOME, KDE, 

and XFCE provide a Trash feature, which allows users to move deleted files to a special 

directory and restore them if needed. To use the Trash feature, you can install a file 

manager that supports it, such as Nautilus (for GNOME), Dolphin (for KDE), or Thunar 

(for XFCE). 

2. Deleting multiple files: You can delete multiple files at once by specifying their names 

separated by spaces or using wildcards. For example, to delete all text files in the current 

directory, you can use the command: 

rm *.txt 

This will delete all files that have the ".txt" extension in the current directory. 

3. Recovering deleted files: If you accidentally delete a file, you can try to recover it using 

specialized data recovery tools like TestDisk, PhotoRec, or Scalpel. These tools can scan your 

hard drive and attempt to recover deleted files based on their file signatures and other metadata. 

However, keep in mind that the success rate of data recovery depends on various factors, such as 

the type of file system, the length of time since the file was deleted, and the extent of file 

fragmentation. 

Deleting Directories: 

1. Removing non-empty directories: As mentioned earlier, the rmdir command can only 

remove empty directories. If you try to remove a directory that contains files or 

subdirectories, you'll get an error message. To remove a non-empty directory, you can 

use the rm command with the "-r" or "-rf" option. The "-r" option stands for "recursive", 

which means that it will remove all files and subdirectories inside the specified directory. 

The "-f" option stands for "force", which means that it will ignore any errors or warnings 

and attempt to delete the files and directories anyway. 

2. Avoiding accidental deletion: To avoid accidentally deleting important files or 

directories, you can use the "ls" command with the "-i" option, which displays the inode 



number of each file or directory. The inode number is a unique identifier that Linux uses 

to track files and directories, and it can be used to recover deleted files or directories 

using data recovery tools. To display the inode numbers of all files and directories in the 

current directory, you can use the command: 

ls -i 

This will show a list of filenames and their corresponding inode numbers. To delete a file or 

directory using its inode number instead of its name, you can use the "find" command with the "-

inum" option, which searches for files with a specific inode number. For example, to delete a file 

with the inode number 123456, you can use the command: 

find . -inum 123456 -delete 

This will find the file with the specified inode number in the current directory and delete it. 

Conclusion: 

Deleting files and directories in Linux is a simple process that can be accomplished using the rm 

and rmdir commands. Remember to be careful when using these commands, especially when 

using the "-rf" option to remove non-empty directories. Always double-check the filenames and 

paths before executing the commands, and make sure that you have a backup of any important 

data before deleting files or directories. 

 


